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interchange of proposals; the Government expressed
its readiness to credit the deliveries of the Ruhr
industries to the Micum, in case they were to be
reckoned on the Reparations account. The agreement
between heavy industry and the Micum was to be
signed on 23rd November. The original conditions
were scarcely modified at all. German industry, that
had so long stood out against the huge total of
Reparations claims, now made itself responsible for
deliveries that went far beyond what had previously
been demanded. As regards coal, in particular, the
agreement provided for a delivery on the Reparations
account that amounted to nearly 40 per cent, of the
total marketable production. When the coal magnates,
the so-called Committee of Sis, became aware of the
gravity of this responsibility, they came to Berlin to
discuss the matter with the Chancellor.

In the Chancellor's palace reigned the same feverish
activity that had accompanied Stresemann's whole
period of office. Among a pell-mell of official con-
ferences, inquisitive journalists, cases that called for a
last-moment decision, agitated officials, sac a man
almost engulfed in the final surges of work and labori-
ously trying to save his nerves from collapse.

At a moment when the black veils of exhaustion
were sinking over his tired brain3 and he had just got
up from his writing-table to fling open the window,
swaying like a drunken man, the visitors from the
Ruhr were announced. The Secretary of State von
Rheinbaben appeared, severe and immaculate, from
his smooth fair hair to his glittering spats a very symbol
of imperturbable elegance, and standing stiffly in the
doorway, in contrast to his chief, who could hardly